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Our Comm~~~emen~ 

The Lebanese JICA·Alumni Association comprises 
in its ranks aselective group of intellectuals and 
technicians who are confident about the 
importance of their contribution in insuring a 
sustainable socio·economic development of 
Lebanon. 

Within this concept, the bilateral relations 
between Japan and Lebanon takes place, 
especially by enhancing the efficiency of the 
Official Development Assistance program of the 
Japanese government. 

JICA . training courses are contributing in 
building human capacities to achieve these goals, 
and our association, L~BAJICA, is committed to 
follow up the issue of these courses. 

Moreover, the publishing of UBAJICA -magazine 
could have a "Reverse Osmosis" effect as an 
information source for Lebanese, Arab as well as 
Japanese readers as well. 

That's why, we hope that this edition will reflect 
this effect ... 

-
LEBAJICA 

http:www.bloggingbeirut.com
mailto:jicagap-opinion@jica.go.jp
http:www.jica.go.jp


Welcome 
~o Lebanon 

. Foreword e 0' H.E. _he newly accredli_ed 
Ambassador 0' Japan in Beiru~ 

I assumed the ambassadorship in Lebanon at the end of November 2006 with amission of 

enhancing the bilateral relations between our two countries. In spite of the lack of expertise in this region, 
not to mention Lebanon, Iam sure Ican carry it out if the long-standing friends of ours in Lebanon support 
the Embassy in its job.The people of LEBA-JICA are the friends of the Embassy. 

Since the days of my predecessors, the Japanese Embassy, recognizing that human resources 
development is akey to the reconstruction of acountry, has been inviting many Lebanese officials to the 

JICA training. Those who joined JICA training programme are participating activity in rebuilding the 
country, making good use of their own experiences obtained through the training. 

The Embassy is proud of being apartner of yours in rebuilding the country. I would highly 
appreciate it if you, the readers of this magazine, would continue to help the Embassy as you did during 
the last decades. 

Iwish you all success. 

March 2007, 

Yoshihisa KURODA 
Ambassador of Japan to Lebanor, 

-



Impressions 


. Memories
6 0' Ambassador Murakami 
on Lebanon durllna 1hree years 

At last, day of departure is coming soon. 
Three years and two months have passed quickly 
like an arrow, but I have alot of pleasant and sad 
memories. 

In 2004, the Embassy of Japan in Beirut 
celebrated the 50th anniversary of diplomatic 
relations between Lebanon and Japan. On this 
occasion, many Japanese artists attended to 
Lebanon, they have been in Byblos, Baalbeck and 
Beirut where they performed Japanese music, 
dance,fiower arrangement,martial arts and others. 
The Lebanese immensely enjoyed the Japanese 
culture through the Embassy's activities along the 
year 2004 which was very enjoyable for me. 

In February 2005, former Prime Minister 
Rafic Hariri, the friend of Japan was assassinated, 
and many terrorist incidents followed his murder. 

In this year and on the political level, the 
Syrian troops withdrew from Lebanon and anew 
National Assembly was elected. 

In this year, there was amilitary confiict 
between Israel and Hizbullah, as aresult, Lebanon 
suffered from the killing of civilians in addition to 
the huge damages in homes and infrastructure. It 
was atragedy,but Iam confident that the Lebanese 
people will rise up and reconstruct their country 
with the cooperation of the international 
community as far as the Lebanese are enough 
capable and intelligent. 

In Lebanon, there are many fantastic 
places to visit. Every morning I see from my 
residence in Yarze the city of Beirut and the blue 
Mediterranean sea over it. I saw in this country 
beautiful coasts, mountains covered with snow and 
historical sites. 

Lebanon which has 7000 years of history is 
splendid and the cities of Byblos, Sidon and Tyr are 
reminding me of the Phoenicians. Besides the 
famous historical sites, there are some places 
worthy to be visited, one of them the two rocks of 
Nebuchadnezzar II where names of his soldiers 
killed in the battles are engraved on the rocks in 
Hermel.lt is pity that this place is not protected well 
and exposed to wind and rain. 

Ihad many good friends in Lebanon both 
Christians and Muslims. I have also met here many 
goodfriends of Japan among them the members of 
LEBAJICA. During my stay in Lebanon, I had the 
honor to attend several events by LEBAJICA which 
is working on enhancing the friendly relationship 
between Lebanon and Japan. -

At the end, Iwish the prosperity and peace 
for Lebanon and the Lebanese people and 

Iwould like to express my true emotions by 
repeating what the Lebanese diva Fairouz sang: "I 
loved Lebanon in Summer, in Winter". I'll always 
remember Lebanon in Summer and in Winter. 

http:Hermel.lt


SAYOIIARA' 


Dear 

SLEBA-JICA 
..embers 

More than four years of my stay in Syria was just like aword: "Time passes like an arrow". Now Iwill 

back to Japan, missing everything in Syria and Lebanon. 
During my stay in Syria, I had chances to visit deferent places of the country in Middle East like 

Lebanon, Jordan and Egypt. Traveling both by air and car, I enjoyed various sceneries such as mountains 
with snow, green hills like Europe in spring, sunset in the desert, almond and apricot fiower like Sakura in 
Japan, and sheep along the desert road. 

Ialso enjoyed rich culture and historical sites in deferent areas. This diversity of nature and culture 

was really fascinating me and Imiss all of them. 
When Icame here in Syria, what impressed me most were people themselves. Ifound many Syrian 

and Lebanese people who had very smart hospitality at the same time very well disciplined. 
Iremember the first LEBA-JICA excursion at Faraya in 2003, for skiing and lunch together, was very 

much impressed me Lebanon and Lebanese friends. 
Our relation between LEBA-JICA members and me has been continued more since that time, and I 

never forget your smile and hospitality anywhere in the world. 

I surely believe that JICA Alumni Association in Lebanon, LEBA-JICA, is one of the best alumni 
associations among JICA alumni associations in the world, because of your active behavior such as 

workshops, seminars and excursions, and well organized way. 
Ihope that these manners should be implemented continuously. 

Ido not want to say good-bye to you while Iwill leave from Syria. Ialways want to be your friend. 
All the best and hope to see you again either in the Middle East countries or other part of the world. 

February 2007 

Kazuhide Nagasawa 
Resident Representative 

JICA Syria Office 



PubliC 

Finance 

,_ Impad 0' the July 2006 war 

e on i:he Lebanese publjc finances. 

In 2004, the growth rate increased to reach 6%.This 
is why there were serious hopes of additional future 
increases.But as aresult of the series of crimes and 
bombings that hit Lebanon since Prime Minister 
Rafik Hariri's assassination in February 2005, the 
growth rate relapsed to 1 %. 

Furthermore, theoffensive on Lebanon during July 
2006 caused aturning of this growth into a3% 
defiation in 2006 (IMF September 2006, report). 

Despite the fact that this war lasted 33 days, its 
impact on the Lebanese economy will extend over 
many years and its negative effect has targeted 
various sectors especially those related to 
economy, public finances and infrastructure such 
as airports, bridges, roads, ports and connection 
networks. 
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The public finances sector 
The Ministry of Finance's magazine (Hadith AI 
Malia) stated in its 26th issue published in 
December 2006 that the first draft summarized 
report, (edited by the Ministry of Finance in 
September 2006, regarding the impact of the July 
war on the status of the public finances), 
established that the expected losses within the 
public finances until the end of 2006, will be around 
1.6 billion dollars. The year 2006, is expected to 
score a3.85 billion dollars deficiency which is twice 
the deficiency amount scored in 2005. 

The report also states that the debt service is 
expected to attain 3.09 billion dollars in the year 
2006 and that the Lebanese Electricity Company 
estimated its first losses at around 114 Million 
dollars. 

The public finances revenues 
When detailing the public finances indicators, it is 
noticed that from the beginning of the war till the 
end of August, the revenue volume has decreased 
of 470 billion Lbp. This decrease is expected to 
reach 1.386 billion US dollars compared to the 
expectations prior to the war especially regarding 
the international trade exchange fees, the Value 
Added Tax and the telephone fees. 

The public finances expenses 
The government's expenses are expected to 
increase around 1218 billion Lbp compared to the 
same period during the year 2005.The main reason 
for this increase is due to the military and security 
expenditures, the relief costs, the volume of 
transfers made to the Lebanese Electricity 
Company and the reconstruction costs. 

-


http:419.1.11


SociO 
Economy 

Sianificani: o Fiaures 
•• 7he Sufferina 0' the 

The 34 days of war from 12 July to 14 August 

2006 killed over 1,500 people, mostly 
Lebanese civilians, severely damaged 

Lebanese infrastructure, and displaced 

about 900,000 Lebanese. Even after the 

ceasefire, 256,000 Lebanese remained 

internally displaced, and much of South 

Lebanon remained uninhabitable due to 
unexploded cluster bombs. 

12,000 flights, 2500 shells coming from the 

sea and over 100,000 artillery shells 

destroying large parts of the Lebanese 
civilian infrastructure. 400 miles of roads, 73 

bridges and 31 targets such as Beirut 
International Airport, ports, water and 

sewage treatment plants, electrical facilities, 

25 fuel stations, 900 commercial structures, 

up to 350 schools and two hospitals as well 

as over 15,000 homes were destroyed. 
More than 130,000 houses were damaged in 
Lebanon. 

However, one third of the victims were 

children under 13 years old. 

On 11 August 2006 the United Nations 

Security Council unanimously approved UN 
Resolution 1701 in an effort to end the 

hostilities. This resolution called for the 

disarming of Hezbollah, for Israel to 

withdraw, and for the deployment of 

Lebanese soldiers and an enlarged United 
Nations Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL) 

force in southern Lebanon. 

Youna Lebanon" 
In a country of fewer than four million 

inhabitants, more than 25 per cent of them 
took to the roads as displaced persons. An 

estimated 500,000 people sought shelter in 

Beirut alone, many of them in parks and 

public spaces, without water or washing 

facilities. 

The long-term impact of the destruction of 

Lebanon's infrastructure on men, women 

and children lives is incalculable. Many have 

lost their homes while having to cope with 

the deaths of loved ones or struggling to 
overcome severe injuries. Many have lost 

their livelihoods. Records show that home 

and property ownership have been 

destroyed, adding to the difficulties of 

rebuilding lives. 

Damages incurred amounted to US $3.5 
billion: US and $2 billion: US for buildings 

and US $1.5 billion for infrastructure such as 

bridges, roads, and power plants. Aprimary 

survey compiled by the UN Security Council, 

based on on-site inspections in central and 

northern Lebanon and telephone calls to 
engineers and municipal officials in the south, showed that enormous damages 
affected to the road network, with more 
than 73 bridges destroyed. 
The rehabilitations of the bridge connecting 
Mount Lebanon to the Bekaa Valley on the 
road to Damascus would cost an 
approximately US $65 million. 



("A beautiful br'dge, its columns eters, 
rare of it's kind in the Middle E st. It wasthe 
symbol of the reconstruction of Lebanon 
after the civil war"). 

Privately owned factories and enterprises 
across the country - economic entities 
which destruction could not be seen to offer 
a military advantage outweighing the 
damage to civilians - have also been 
subjected to a series of debilitating air 
strikes, dealing a further crippling blow to 

the shattered economy. The Lebanese 
government estimated that unemployment 
in the country has now reached an 
approximate figure of 75 %. 

The Association of Lebanese Industrialists 
estimated that US $200 million direct 
damage was infiicted on the industrial 
sector, where dairy, cement, glass and 

prefab housing factories were hit hardly. 
Nearly all shops and small businesses close 
to the borders have reportedly received 
direct hits from artillery and air strikes. 
Even before the latest attack, large-scale 
factories were ararity in Lebanon. "Maliban", 

the second largest glassworks in the Middle 
East, was an exception, with production 
reaching some 200 tones a day for sale 
around the region. It was one of five Bekaa 
factories destroyed. Ajournalist who visited 
the ruined factory fioor said: "It's impossible 
to discern what this space was used for. All 
that's visible is churned-up soil with twisted 
metal, powdered glass and wrecked 
machinery. It is possible to discern the cause 

of t~e 

c a ers 
fioor. 

The "Liban-Lait" dairy farm and plant in the 
Bekaa valley, the leading producer of milk 
and dairy products in Lebanon, was 
completely destroyed in an aerial attack on 
17 July. The dairy, which products were 
distributed all over the country, was 

employing about 400 of local staff. At least 
1,500 Bekaa residents have reportedly lost 
their source of livelihood. 

Within few days after the ceasefire, 
200,000 Lebanese people had retu 
home, (according to the Lebanese Hig 
Relief Council on 16 August), approxima 
40 per cent of people who had been 
sheltered in Schools and public places. 

Kamal MOKDAD 
LEBA-JICA Alumni President 

ITDept. Head 

Centra/Bank ofLebanon 
 -



I'ourism 


e Sec.or heayily aHec.ed 

by War July - Auaus. 200. 

In Summary Mrs lIada Sardouk, 
Director General-Ministry 0' "ourlsm 

LEBAJICA Member 0' Honor 
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Enyironmental 
Impact 

~Oil Spill 

The complete oil spill cleanup operation~ causes sewere damaaes 
will cost in the range of 150 milliondollarsand willon Lebanese coas-e line 
span along period of time. 

On 13 and 15 July 2006 Jieh power utility, Unfortunately, since it was summer and 
located 30 Km South of Beirut directly on the thereby water temperatures were high, and due to 
coastline, was hit by Israeli bombs. The two storage winds blowing South West to North East and water 
tanks that were hit lead to amajor leak and fire current movements heading in 
onsite that eventually caused the largest storage direction the oil slick was carried northwards and 
tan1 burn and aspiD i to the Mediterranean sea dispersed along the coast of Lebanon. It polluted 

Some possibl 
available but were insufficient ip dealing with a might include naus a, headaches and skin 

he pilot tests the (dermatological) problem in residents living close
sho ed. REMPECIMAP 

to the effected areas or in beach goers getting inUnited Nations Environment 
rlV~lalllllll: vva~ al~v Wllla~ll:U IIIIIIll:Ulall:lY allu 

they also worked to mobilize resources of the 	 indicate that the poly cyclic aromatic hydrocarbons 
in the fuel are carcinogenic and need to be avoided. 

As soon as was possible and while air raids 
were still taking place and bridges were 

tanks, the source of the fuel. It was there 

nd of course the experts and managers of the 
iyeh power plant to control the external fire and 
ower plant. However, the largest storage tan~ 
hat was around 25 meters in diameter had passed 

a northerly 

the stretch of the coast from the point of source in 
Jiyeh all the way to the North of 
roughly 150km our of 225 km are da ged at 
varying degrees. The coastline of Lebanon is ma 

and private ro~ nd ~andy beach~ 

completed and the scope of the oil spill identified, 

natural habitats such as when oil is incorporated 

~Ol1lbed, a earn of officers of the Ministry 
l ~nvironment in August, went onsite to survey the 
damage andmagnitude of the spill and to trace its 

and its path. One of the first sites to be visited 
the Ministry was the point of source, Jiyeh 

"'~Iercullean effort was done to control the 
that was still threateRing the safety of 

itself. It took-t+Ie.combine~ effQrts 

Civil Defens earn, the Lebanese 
the experts of the Ministry 0 nvironment 

Once the initial assessment was 

tn Ministry of Environment contacted the all the 
embassies of the governments that are based in 
Lebanon and explained the situation and 
requested assistance. The private sector in 
Lebanon, though with modest capacity was also 
contacted. Minimal amounts of dispersants, 
booms, adsorbents, and skimmers were made 

crisis of this magnitude as 
ministry implemented 
UNEP at the 

Mediterranean countries. 

Some Impacts 9n the Environment 
i Jude 
Alarge percentage of the spill emulsifi ed 
and solidified along the Lebanese shore, clinging to 
sand, rock and stone and some of the 
biological impacts after an oil spill can include: 
o hysical and chemical alteration of 

into sedjme ts 

Impacts on Human Health 
short term adverse effects 



The fuel itself was toxic and all care to 
avoid letting it get in contact with the skin was 
advised and taken for the volunteers and workers 
onsite. 

The Ministry also issued amemo nation 
wide advising against fishing off the quays and 
wharfs found along the coast from Jieh to the North 

economic activity in con 
major part of the Lebanon's gross 
product (GOP), 

Impacts on Biodiversity & the 
Fishing Industry 

reviewing operational responses 
mmes in addition to preparing 

until the complete scope of pollution is assessed. 

Impacts on Tourism 
he tourism industry suffered badly. The 

acute impact of the war on this industry was 
immediately felt by the nation with all the tourists 
fleeing for their lives. The chronic impact of the oil 
spill is disastrous on the tourism 'nd try due to the 

It is not possible at this moment to 
evaluate the impact on biodiversity because of the 
need of more detailed technical assessments to be 
carried out when resources are available. 

However, the siege on Lebanon by the 
Israeli army had prevented the Lebanese fishermen 
from going about their daily work.This oil spill also 
added to their crisis by destroying the immediate 
marine habitat of the fish species off the coast and 
polluting their ports/wharfs and boats. 

Other Shoreline Impacts 
The Lebanese coastline is made up of 
mainly rocky shores.The initial estimates show that 
the mortality of limpets and other herbivores is 

contingency plans for impact assessment. 

As this article is prepared, cleanup 
operations are taking place in the North of the 
country, in Beirut, and in the South around the 
Jiyeh area. These operationswould not have been 
possible if the ministry's call for assistance was not 
responded to. Countries like Denmark, Kuwait and 
Norway immediately responded and sent 
respectively, experts and equipment. Other 
countries sent funding, teams of experts or 
equipment and they are Japan, France, Italy, Spain, 
Switzerland, Germany,USA, Canada not to mention 
the support that was received from the United 
Nations Development Programme and the Oil 
Petroleum Exporting Companies through OCHA. A 

length of time it is 90ingtat eforthe dean up of 
the sand, the ro thm_::rfll8llQ.;t/ll 

Many public and pn eaches wer~ 
heavily affected including boats/ships of fishermen 
and yachts and boats of tourists from all over the 
Arab world and the Mediterranean countries as well 
as boats of Lebanese nationals. 

high, team of officers from the Ministry regularly head 
out to the different polluted sites and monitor 
progress of works of cleanup and assess the current 
situation per site. All cleanup operations are 

-.ICOICI::Imat:ed wi hthe ministry. 



AsslIs_ance 115 I!equllred

'or qullck recoyery 


The conflict affected the agriculture sector 
directly, with crops, livestock, fisheries and 
equipment damaged by the bombing and more 

important indirectly in terms of lost markets and 
labor opportunities. 

Damage and losses to agriculture, fisheries 
and foretry in Lebanon as aresult of the hostilities 
were estimated at around $280 million, according 
to an FAO.damage assessment report issued on 
November 2006. 

The major damage was caused through 

Aariculture 


, 

the impossible access to the fields during the 33 
days of bombing, as farmers fled their villages and 
left their crops and animals unattended. The 
interruption in the care of crops and animals was 
responsible for alarge portion of the income and 
production losses. Most of the agriculture 
workforce, including foreign laborers, fled the 
Lebanese territories especially South Lebanon and 
Bekaa. Those who remained were unable to work, 
as mobility was restricted. The war took place at the 

ak time for the hatvest of crops (mainly stone, 
frui anapotatoes) desti ed for export, but much 
of the h rvest perished on the groundtas bombing 
forced fa mers to abandon their lands, and 
transport to arket became impossible. It was 

- reportee t hat trucks attempting to transport 
griculture products to market were hit several 

times by air raids. 

Furthermore, many agriculture fields and 
pastures in South Lebanon were rendered useless 
because of being inaccessible until unexplosed 
bombs littering the land could be removed or 
explosed. 

"Fhe conflict has also weakened the 
productive capacity of animals through death of 
stock and decrease in production - due to the 
forced rural exodus and related abandonment of 
animals and lack of feed and healthcare during and 
after the hostilities. The outbreak of the war and its 
aftermath has slowed down livestock rearing and 
processing activities, resulting in the immobility of 
the workers and loss of employment opportunities. 

With the loss of income from harvests and 
lost animals produce, many farmers have become 
heavily indebted as they usually repay their debts 
during the harvest period (May-October) to secure 
credit for the following planting/producing season. 
Their ability to repay these debts has been reduced 
to the minimum, making it impossible to start the 
n~w cropping cycle due to the lack of working 
capital. There is much concern that this will lead to 
a downward spiral of debt and poverty fot the 
Lebanese farmers as stated in the FAa report. 

While overall the agriculture sector is 
expected to bounce back quickly, the same is not 
necessarily true for the livelihoods of 
war-affectedvulnerable rural households. As stated 
by the FAa, many households will remain 
burdened by asset, harvest and income losses over 
the medium term and may also suffer from the loss 
of other sources of income. Therefore, assistance is 
necessary starting by early recovery projects 
followed by rehabilition of damaged farms and 
infrastructure then by longer-term projects to 
reinforce the agriculture sector. 

I 



·Fax: +9611 802 125 
·e -m a i I:in fo @lebanonparalympics.org , 
mobak59@hotmail.com 
· P.O.Box: 11-1351 Reyad Elsolh Beirut 11-72210 
Lebanon 
· The course I achieved in Japan: "Leadership for 
Physically Disabled Persons '~ organized by the 
Japanese International Cooperation Agency (JAICA), 
with the cooperation of Japanese society for the 
Rehabilitation of the disabled (JSRD) 

to build relations with Japanese associations that 
may help us to enrich our experience and to help in 
different fields, where we learned a lot from the 
Japanese experience and benefited from it 
personally, and the first priority we learned from 
Japanese is to respect work and consider it as a 
sacred issue that should be kept. 
Finally, I would like to express my deepest thank 
and gratitude for Nippon for the remarkable 
progress Ipersonally achieved in my career life. 

espeCiaIThiS~~~V~Whi[h gave 

Sport in general is one of the main bases that allow 
persons with special needs to receive support and 
rehabilitation to increase self confidence and to 
achieve ambition for any person especially the 
disabled ones. 
In Lebanon, the Handi Sport Lebanese Federation 
plays a big role in developing and promoting 
special sport and to increase the number of games 
accredited nationally and to appraise the 
performance of the athletes to alevel to permit the 
participation more in all national and international 
activities. 
Apart from the mediocre assets whether 
materialistic or in-kind that we face, our federation 
has worked, since its establishment in 1998, to 
participate and organize various sport and social 
activities. 
Before going into details, I would like to start with my 
10: 

·Name: Mohammad Mouin Bakkar. 

· Position: Federation manager/ SG assistant/ 

Technical Committee Vice-president. 

·Address: Beirut,Alrouche,Alandalous street,Alkojok 

building 2nd floor - apartment 5. 

·Tel:+9611801378 


me achance to gain more experience in this field, in 
addition, Ihad the chance to participate in aprivate 
training concentrating on "Disabled Sport" and that 
was apart from the schedule of the course and 
upon my request. That also gave me another 
chance to increase my experience and to build 
relations with specialized organizations in Japan, 
extent after Ireturned to Lebanon, nearly five years 
(1999). This also facilitated my involvement in the 
field of disabled sport and to play a role in 
developing and promoting special sport and to 
upgrade its level from internal level to an external 
level. The first step was to establish was to establish 
the Handi Sport Lebanese Federation to be the 
main base for any other related issue, and to work 
under accredited goals, in addition to sport games 
we stand with, knowing that in this sport federation 
we host sport for the four disabled categories 
known; physically, visually, hearing and mentally, 
taking in consideration that there is amain goal we 
have to work for by raising the level of our athletes 
from being amateurs to be professional, in away to 
cover and to participate in all or most of the 18 
summer sport and the 6winter sport internationally 
accredited. Nowadays, our federation is organizing 
and participating in different sports listed as 
follows: 
. Physically disabled: wheelchair basketball, table 
tennis, athletics and archery, shooting and 
swimming. 

Sport 


Mohammad Mouin Bakkar 

·Visually disabled: goalball, torr ball, athletics and 
chess. 
·Hearing disabled:basketball and football for deaf. 
· Mentally disabled: basketball, football, table 
tennis, badminton, athletics, swimming, cycling, 
fioor hokey and boccia. 
But the needs are so big, and not easily found, for 
example there are technical necessities needed to 
assist and support our technical committee to be 
better organized and effective to help increasing 
the number of games and athletes in Lebanon. 
Also, there is an essential need for accessible 
disabled sport venues, in addition to provide 
different sport equipments and accessible 
transportations. So the is big but our ambitions and 
expectations are bigger. Therefore, we applied for 
membership in different regional and international 
sport federations or committees to work with them 
to develop our federation in order to achieve our 
goals.In addition to this, we are still looking to find 
and to build relations with other specialized 
agencies that may help us to fulfill and accomplish 
our goals, because if we pay a look on the 
conditions we are passing in our country this 
encourages us to work harder to provide all needed 
issues. 
Therefore, we are looking forward to cooperate and 

-



Quality 


9 '0 whom Lebanese Clualjq may concern! 
We ~niroduce ihe Indusirial Research Insi~iuie (I.R.I) b, Ms. lIad~a Khoury: 


Appl~ed Research " lesi~nl Direcior Ms. Khour, pariic~paied ai a JICA sem~nar on
"15.-9... ./5 lual.., Conirol S,siem: ihe Japanese wa,", dur~nl sepi. 199. ~n lokyo 


Established in 1953, the Industrial Research Institute (IRI) 
is a Lebanese institution for studies, industrial research 

and scientific testing and analysis. 
The IRI is a non-profit institution, declared of public 

Activities utility by O/L n° 10059 dated 17 August 1955, 
linked to the Ministry of Industry by LawThe activities and services of the Institute 

n° 642/ 1997, with administrative are organized to achieve the following aims: 
• Conduc t stud ies a nd research for the establishment and financial autonomy. 
of new industries 
• Investigate and disseminate information about available raw 
materia ls with a view to defining their use and establishing the best 
means for their exploitation 
• Provide, on an international scientific level, reliable services in testing 
analyzing a nd granting c ertificates of quality or conformity to standards and 
purchase sp ecific ations 
• Provide specia lized tec hnological, management and economical consulting 
services to existing industries and industrial development schemes 
• Maintain close c o-operation with official institutions, industrial organizations, and 
economica l d evelopment boards on matters relating to the industrial development 
of the country 
Carrying out its functions, the Institute adheres to all ethical and professional standards 
whereby it is o bliged to se c ure the clients best interests . Information, processes, patents 
or techniques developed during work by IRI, are considered as private properties and 
are safeguarded in complete secrec y. 

Essential resources 

The essen tial resources that enable the Industrial Research Institute to realize 
the above aims are : 
I. A permanent reliable body of experts, specialists, and engineers in many fields 
II. Sta te o f the art laboratories and latest scientific and technical equipments 
used in many fields such as: 
• Wet Chemistry and Physical Chemistry Laboratories (International accreditation) 
• Centra l Laboratory for Bread and Wheat 
• Mic ro biology Laboratory (International accreditation) 
• Water La boratory (International accreditation) 
• Pe tro leum and Petroleum Products Laboratory 
• Paint Laboratory 

info@iri.org.lb - www.iri.org.lb 

-



-

• Textile, Leather and Rubber Laboratory 
• Soil Mechanics and Civil Engineering Laboratory 
• Mechanical Engineering Laboratory 
• Metrology and Calibration Laboratory 
• Electrical Laboratory 
III. An updated library with scientific and technical publications including International Standards. 
IV. A lecture room, an exhibition hall and a conference room (60-300 seats). 
V. Equipped Workshops. 
VI. A Pilot Plant for applied research. 
VII. The Lebanese Welding Center (CLS) which provides training and refreshing courses for skilled workers. 
VIII. A Sub-Contracting and Partnership Exchange (SPX) which provides information and advisory 
services to Small and Medium Industries in Lebanon and promotes subcontracting and partnership 
between Lebanese subcontractors and international SME's. 
IX. An Inspection and Control unit. 
X. A certification unit: the Industrial Research Institute delivers certification activities that cover 
systems, products and persons. 
XI. The Lebanese Cleaner Production Center (LCPC) in cooperation with the UNIDO, the MOEnv, and 
the EU which aims to achieve sustainable industrial and environmental development. 
The Industrial Research Institute has the means and ability to issue technical standards as could be 
requested by interested clients. The Industrial Research Institute participates on the national level in 
all the technical committees of the Lebanese Standard Institution (LiBNOR) for studying and issuing 
the Lebanese Technical Standards. 

Future Prospective 

It is imperative to mention that for a scientific institution upgrading is a continuous process. It does 

not stop because not advancing is simply dropping behind. In that context, our future prospective 

would include expanding our activities in various fields as well as in both directions within each field ; 

- horizontal in order to cover new fields of activity as might be demanded. 

- Vertical in order to go in depth within each type of product. 


Being a small country does not exempt Lebanon from all the scientific and technical requirements 

needed in various fields; 

Those pertinent to provide answers as to the safety and conformity assessment of products 

used within the country whether imported or locally manufactured as well as exported. 

Another field of application involves environmental assessment laboratory facilities which deal 

with ambient air analysis in factories, public utility places, open and closed areas for safety expo

sure limits assessment. As well as assessment of air, liquid and solid effluents of industries etc. 


:==~~~~~~~~~~~~~~@= 
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"Golden 
Ase" 

A En'lry jn'lo 'Ihe 
~ "Golden Aile" 

In April 2006, LEBAJICA - Founding Member, Eng. Robert Khoury, retired from his civil service at the 
General Directorate of Civil Aviation (Beirut R.H.lnternational Airport). 

He began this function in 1968, 37 years ago, and participated in aJICA - training course which was 
organized from August to October 1996 in Japan under the subject :"Airport Construction". 

LEBAJICA ceases this occasion to wish our colleague good health and all the best! 

General Assembly 
9 lIewly Elected 

Executiye Board 
LEBAJleA General Assembly to elect a new executllve Board: 

On April 28th 2006, LEBAJICA - General Assembly 
elected a new executive Board. During its first 
meeting, the new executive board has assigned 
following functions for its members: 
-MR. Kamal Mokdad: President (BDL - Bank of 
Lebanon) 
-MR.Antoine Ghorayeb:Vice President (Ministry of 
Environment) 
-MR. Mohamed Youssef: Secretary (Vocational 
Building) 
-Ms. Manal Sieiman: Treasurer (Civil Service Council) 
-MRs. Hayat Nader: Ex. B-member (Ministry of 
Finance) 
-MR.A-K Sharamant: Ex. B-member (private sector) 
-MR. Assem Majed: Ex. B-member (National Fund 
for Housing) 

=@==~======================~: 




Press 
Release 

" Launchjnao 0' '.,.he Association 0' .he Lebanese and 

Japanese Culi:ural and Business Leaders" 

rrJ]A
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e e 

Cult ur.l 1&- Bll~ lI1e5S ll.'"de r~ 

On June 20th 2006 at the Press Club in Downtown Beirut. The AUCBL was launched in the presence of H.E. Mr. 
Murakami, Ambassador of Japan in Beirut. 

The association president Dr. F. Boustany &the constitutional Committee members Ms. Eugine Hosri, Dr. Massoud 
Daher, Mr. Antoine Ghorayeb and Mr. Elie Abou Khalil covered the different aspects of AUCBL· objectives in 
promoting cultural and business relations between Lebanon and Japan. 
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Ewents 


Sixty years of Postwar Japan, was opened by HI 
Yoshihisa Kuroda, Ambassador of Japan on 

February 16, 2007 at the institute of Fine Arts of the 
Lebanese University. 

The event was organised by the Embassy of Japan 
and the Japan Foundation in collaboration with the 
Lebanese University and the Lebanese-Japanese 
Association of Culture and Business Leaders 

• 

On July 4th 2006, the Japan Foundation participated in the 7th Kite Festival under the title: "Kites from the 
the country of the rising sunil 

The exhibition was opened under the patronage of HI Mr. Tarek Mitri, minister of culture and H.E. 

Murakami san, Ambassador of japan in Lebanon. 
r-----------------------, 

n An Exhibi_ion En_i_led: 

~"Scenes 0' Childhood" 




: Recep1ion 
e ai: i:he Ambassador Residence 


H.E. the new accredited Ambassador of Japan in 
Beirut, and his wife received at their Residency in 
Yarze, members of LEBAJICA -Executive Board to a 

family dinner it la Japonaise 

Under the patronage of H.E. Yoshihisa Kuroda, 
Ambassador of Japan in Beirut, The Young 
Women's Christian Association (YWCA) invited to 
LEBAJICA the Inauguration of its refurbished 
auditorium on Wednesday, February 21, 2007. • 
The next two days, on March 22 and 23, were 
entitled as "The Japan Cultural Days" within the 

premisses of the YWCA, where Japanese movies 
were shown, a Japanese cultural exhibition 
and Origami, Kurumie workshops were organised. 
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Comments &Suggestions: 


jicagap-opinion@jica.go.jp 
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www.bloggingbeirut.com 
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