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EDITORIAL

Since its establishment 1998, Le-
ba-Jica realized the following ob-

jectives:

m strengthening the relationship
with the Japanese Embassy in
Beirut through the participa-
tion in mutual activities both
organized by the Embassy and

the Association.

m activating the cooporation
with Jica Syria Office by im-
plementing the action plans
prepared by the Association
and financed by Jica head-

quarter.

m empowering the friendship
and increasing the exchange
of experience between the re-
gional Jica alumni in the Arab
countries through organizing
regional workshops on com-
mon issues.

As for the future, Leba-Jica will try
its best to develop the relation be-
tween Japan and Lebanon in one
hand and between Japan and Jica
alumni in the Arab countries on

the other hand.

Antoine GHRAYEB
Lebajica President




The General Assembly of LEBAJICA,
The Cooperative and Cultural Association for the Ex-Participants
of the Japanese Agency for International Cooperation in Lebanon,

November 21*,2008

Nominated Responsibilities for 2008 -2010

Administrative Body — Executive Board

President Antoine Ghorayeb
Vice President Kamal Mokdad
Secretary Ali Ghrayeb
Treasurer Hayat Nader
Member Sawsan Shaar
Member Amine Zebian
Member Rabih Saab

Mohammad Bakar

Assem Majed

Ali Ramadan

President Ali EI-Chami
Member Manal Sulaiman
Member Mohammad Alaya

Coordination Meeting Among JICA Alumni Associations
In Syria (JAAS), Lebanon (Leba-JICA) and Jordan (JAAJ)

December 20,2008




Comment of Ambassador
of Japan in Lebanon

His Excellency Mr. Koichi Kawakami, Ambassador of Japan in
Lebanon:

Lebanon’s stability and development are indispensable for the
stability and the prosperity of the region.

Having presented my letters of credence to His Excellency Presi-
dent General Michel Sleiman on 14 May, I started to assume my
duties as Ambassador of Japan to Lebanon. Shortly after, Lebanese
parliamentary elections were held on 7 June. I was very pleased to
note that they took place in a remarkably fair, peaceful and trans-
parent manner, which clearly indicates that the democracy in Leb-
anon is becoming maturer.

Lebanon’s stability and development are indispensable for the sta-
bility and the prosperity of the region, and are very important for
Japan as well. The Government of Japan has been providing support
to Lebanon in various fields through JICA’s training programme,
Grant Assistance for Grassroots Human Security Projects, Grant
Aid for Cultural Grassroots Projects, Cultural Grant Aid, Yen loan
and projects implemented through the United Nations agencies.

Members of Leba-Jica are playing an important role for the eco-
nomic and social development of Lebanon. Leba-Jica’s dynamic
activities include, among others, environment-related workshops
and the introduction of Japanese culture to the Lebanese people.
The regional workshops it has organized, such as those on Sustain-
able Tourism in April 2008 and Climate Change and Renewable
Energy in January 2009, proved to be remarkably successful, with
wider participation from Jordan, Syria and Egypt.

I hope Leba-Jica members will continue to make full use of the
knowledge and know-how acquired thought the JICA training,
and please be assured that the Japanese Embassy will continue to
support Leba-Jica’s activities.

Mr. Koichi Kawakami

Ambassador of Japan in Lebanon




Curriculum Vitae of His Excellency Mr. Koichi Kawakami
Ambassador of Japan in Lebanon

Ministry of Foreign Affairs History:

2009 Ambassador of Japan to Lebanon

2006 Consul-General of Japan to Toronto

2003 Professor (Japanese Diplomacy: Policy and Practice), National Graduate Insti-
tute for Policy Studies, Tokyo

2001 Minister, Deputy Chief of Mission, Embassy of Japan in Malaysia

1998 Minister (Cultural and Press Affairs), Embassy of Japan in France

1995 Minister, Deputy Chief of Mission, Embassy of Japan in Myanmar

1994 Director, Second Southeast Asia Division (Bilateral relations with Brunei, Indo-
nesia, Malaysia, the Philippines and Singapore), Asian Affairs Bureau

1993 Principal Deputy Director, General Affairs Division, Minister’s Secretariat

1991 Senior Coordinator, Policy Division, Economic Cooperation Bureau

1989 Principal Deputy Director, First International Economic Affairs Division (EC Af-
fairs), Economic Affairs Bureau

1986 First Secretary, Embassy of Japan in France

1979 Foreign Ministry, Tokyo

1977 Attaché d’Ambassade, Embassy of Japan in France
Studied at: Institut d’Etude Politique, Université de Grenoble
Ecole Nationale d’Administration (Promotion Voltaire), Paris

1976 Joined the Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Distinction:
1989 Officier de I'Ordre National du Mérite (France)

Education:
Graduated from the University of Tokyo, Faculty of Law

Marital Status:
Married (Mimeko Kawakami, Professor, Lycée Franco-Japonais de Tokyo), one son

Birthplace: Kanazawa, Japan
Birth date: December 1950




Mr. Takashi HIBINO,
JICA Syria Office:

Lebanon is country of «diversity»,
geologically and culturally

This is my first impression when I visited Lebanon in July 2004 as a member of
young Japanese group. At that time, the Government of Lebanon and Japan had
an exchange program of young people, and I believe the program was surely more
than just a visit. We were ten of us who were from various affiliations, such as Nis-
san motor company, some newspaper company, TV broadcasting company and
some of us were from public sector including myself.

Our visit was only ten days, but we have been to almost all the places in Lebanon
from the north to the south. What was very impressive for me was relaxing atmo-
sphere of Mediterranean Sea, because many people were enjoying its precious trea-
sure by their own way. No matter they are tourist or local residence. Also, mountain
side gave me another face of Lebanon. I never forget my feeling when we saw hun-
dreds of Cidars in Bcharre.

Also, I met many, many, people in those days, including political leaders, parlia-
ment members, local people who are learning KARATE (Japanese martial arts) and
people who just like Japan. Most of them had a relationship with Japan somehow,
regardless it is strong or weak. Lebanon and Japan is geologically far away from
each other, but people are connecting emotionally. This is also my great discovery
during the visit.

This experience in 2004 gives me firm root of connection with Lebanon. Now, I am
extremely happy to be assigned in JICA Syria Office and reconnected to Lebanon
again. I have been contacting my Lebanese friends in LEBA-JICA and even I had
a chance to come back to Lebanon in January 2009 in order to attend LEBA-JICA
workshop. I believe the relationship between Lebanon and Japan is getting stronger
through LEBA-JICA activities.




Mr. Yoshikazu Hasunuma

Former Second Secretary at the Embassy of Japan in Lebanon:

| feel the dynamics of this country
and a hope for development

I came to Lebanon in May 2005 as Economic and Economic Cooperation Attaché
of Japanese Embassy in the Lebanon. When I received order of moving to Lebanon,
I was surprised with this personnel transfer. Before I came here, I thought Lebanon
was a dangerous country because I sometimes read articles about the bomb explo-
sion and the assassination in Lebanon. However, I changed my mind when I saw
the real situation in Lebanon.

Now, I feel the dynamics of this country and a hope for development. I recall a
proverb:”Seeing is believing”. The political situation in Lebanon has changed quick-
ly and sometimes became dangerous. However, I believe that Lebanese people will
continue to develop their country and it will be prosperous again because I have
seen that Lebanese people overcame different kind of crucial situation.

I think the human resource development is one of the essential matters for the
development of Lebanon. In this context, JICA training program is very important
for Lebanese. Under the scheme of technical assistance, JICA has accepted many
Lebanese officials for a long time. I believe that Japan would like to continue this
training program and support the reconstruction of Lebanon.

LEBA-JICA is organized by people who joined JICA training program. They have
done many activities; for example, the issuing magazines and the holding work
shops. I hope their activities will be successful and contribute to development of
Lebanon.

Finally, I am most grateful to LEBA-JICA for giving me a chance to express myself
in this magazine. I would like to do my best for enhancing relationship between
Lebanon and Japan.
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Regional Workshop on Climate Change Indicators
Impacts on Environment, Sustainable Tourism, Water,
And Renewable Energy In Arab Countries

Organized By Lebalica: 23" to 25" January 2009
Safir Heliopolitan Hotel - Beirut - Lebanon

An estimated 300 million people in
the southeastern Mediterranean re-
gion are expected to bear the brunt
of the severe water shortage resulting
from global warming in the 70 years
ahead, Lebanese and foreign experts
predicted here on Friday. Speakers at a
workshop organized by the Alumni as-
sociation of the Japanese International
Cooperation Agency (JICA) in Leba-
non (Leba-JICA), were unanimous on
the grave challenges posed by global
warming to the Arab region.

The workshop, themed «indicators of
climate change - impacts on sustain-
able environment and tourism water
and alternative energies in the Arab
countries,» was co-sponsored by Leb-
anon’s Minister of Energy and Water
Alain Tabourian, Minister of Tourism
Eliec Marouni, and Minister of Envi-
ronment. Toni Karam.

«Climate change will exacerbate the

water shortage in the southeastern
Mediterranean  region particularly
Lebanon which suffers from lack of
drinking and irrigation water,» Direc-
tor General of Hydraulic and Electri-
cal Resources in the Lebanese Ministry
of Energy and Water Dr. Fadi Georges
Comair said. «The problem will affect
some 300 million people in the region
by 2070. It will impair the food secu-
rity and the social security of the coun-
tries in the region,» he warned. «The
concerned countries have to develop
ten-year development plans to tackle
the problem of water shortage which
put stains on their economies,» Comair
suggested. «The phenomenon of glob-
al warming resulting from greenhouse
emissions must be checked through
concerted efforts on both local and
global levels.”The efforts have to focus
reducing the carbon dioxide emissions
and the improvement of facilities of

water conservancy, such as dams and
artificial lakes,» he stressed. The agri-
cultural sector, as the main consumer
of water, is in need of unconventional
approaches to irrigation. It absorbs a
rate ranging between 60 and 80 percent
of the water resources in the region,
Comair noted. For her part, Director
General of the ministry of Tourism
Nada Al-Serdok said the sustainable
development of tourism depends on
the duo of land and man or the natural
and human resources. «The year 2009
will be a promising one for the tourist
sector in Lebanon,» she predicts.
Meanwhile, Leba-JICA chief Antoine
Ghrayeb said global warming poses
the most serious existential risk to
Earth and mankind. « While natural di-
sasters such as volcanoes, earthquakes
and floods have local consequences
to environment, global warming has
global impacts,» he noted.
Representative of Japan Ambassador
to Lebanon Hasunuma san , Second
Secretary at the Embassy, warned
against the risks of climate change on
food production and briefed the work-
shop on the experience of his country
in tackling the problem.

The Japanese government, in coopera-
tion with the private sector, managed
to increase the efficacy of energy by
36 percent and cut its consumption
of oil by 8 percent in the last three
decades, he revealed. Leba-JICA is
one of JICA ’s alumni associations in
countries where many nationals par-
ticipated to training courses in Japan
through JICA.
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Suggestions and Recommendations

Date: Jan. 25, 2009

At the end of the workshop all of the above
mentioned participants concluded the fol-
lowing suggestions and recommendations:

I- Recommendations to be forwarded
to the concerned authorities in the
four participated countries:

1- Activating Public Awareness campaigns
(Radio, TV, newspapers, brochures, post-
ers...) to warn people, public and private
sectors of the risks resulted from climate
change and their impacts on health, water,
agriculture and the environment in general.
In addition, warning them of the importance
of utilizing renewable energies.

2- Enhancing the system of research and
monitoring of the infectious diseases re-
sulted from utilization of treated sewerage
water.

3- Continuing the efforts of cooperation and
coordination among the four participated
countries and working on establishing a joint
database for the latest researches and studies
in the field of climate changes and renew-
able energies.

4- Forwarding an open message to the gov-
ernments of the four countries in which a
request is included to increase the interest
in scientific research in the field of climate
changes.

5- Request to the concerned authorities in

each of the four countries to set clear de-
crees, laws and standards in the field of cli-
mate change and renewable energies.

6- Taking necessary procedures to protect the
remaining agricultural lands and preventing
desertification.

7- Selecting appropriate kinds of plants
which can endure dry conditions and high
temperatures and introduce new kinds in-
stead.

8- Setting out practical and necessary plans
for state’s lands forestation which are en-
countering desertification.

9- Concentrating on the importance of as-
sessing environmental impacts.

10- Establishing monitoring networks to
monitor the impacts of climate changes and
setting out appropriate plans to face them.
11- Enhancing farmers awareness and secur-
ing technical and financial support which
motivate them to apply the suitable agricul-
tural cycles.

12- Encouraging the manufacturing of spare
parts necessary for the renewable energy
equipments.

13- Raising the effectiveness of the used
equipments and its outcomes to the maxi-
mum and reducing industries to the mini-
mum.

14- Expanding wind monitoring methods
and making accurate evaluation studies
where they can be persuasive to attract pri-

vate sector and investors to contribute in this
field.

15- Utilization of modern irrigation systems
to minimize water consumption.

16- Adapting the scientific and practical
methods for protecting the sustainable tour-
ism in accordance with the above-mentioned
items.

In order to achieve good results out of the
above-mentioned recommendations, par-
ticipants suggested performing a follow-up
group consisted from participants from each
country where they can be the core of the da-
tabase and where they could be able to pro-
vide their colleagues with different informa-
tion and studies related to climate changes
and renewable energies.

II- Recommendations to be forwarded
to JICA Offices:

1- Supporting the scientific researches and
studies that target climate changes and re-
newable energy issues.

2- Assisting the establishment of database
among Arab countries by dispatching JICA
expert or senior volunteer.

3- Supporting the awareness programs (pro-
ducing brochures, posters, pamphlets to in-
troduce information on climate changes and
renewable energies.)

4- Training personnel in the field of climate
change indicators and renewable energies
(in Japan or TCTP).

5- Dispatching JOCV/ senior volunteer to
train bigger number of staff in the related
field.

6- Training experts from the four participat-
ed countries to develop Regional Climatic
Model to monitor climate changes.

[II- Follow-up group:

Five members from the four countries were
selected to follow-up the above-mentioned
recommendations with the concerned au-
thorities in each country:

1- Dr. Tarek Mustafa El-Sakkary, Egypt
2- Dr. Mousa Al Shehadat, Syria

3- Dr. Ali Ghrayeb, Lebanon

4- Eng’r. Ali Sinjalawi, Jordan

5- Eng’r. Amin Al Okur, Jordan




Agenda

covered Topics:
* Session I-  Impact of Climate Change in Arab countries: Chaired by Dr. Berj Hatjian — Director General - Ministry of
Environment
1. Impacts of Climate Change in Lebanon: Mr. Youssef Naddaf, Ministry of Environment focal point
2. Impact on Water Resources in the MENA Region: Dr. Hamed Assaf
3. Impacts of Climate Change on Ecotourism: Mr. Pascal Abdallah
2Lty OISl g agall 3800 e bice 3l cramma Sl Lalaina B)lbe 58Sl yema B Ll FLLL s ol y25 8
5. Impact of Climate Change in Syria: Ms. Fatima Haj Moussa, General Commission for Environment Affairs
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* Session II- The potential role of the renewable energy in climate change mitigation in Arab countries: Chaired by Dr. Fred

G. Boustany, (President & CEO, BUMC, TOYOTA , LEXUS), Toyota PRIUS presentation

8. The Renewable Energy Potential in Lebanon: Hussein Salloum, UNDP-Lebanese Center for Energy Conservation,

Engineering Coordinator

9. State and Perspectives of the Renewable Energy Sources in Lebanon: Professor Said Chehab, ALMEE Association
Obesles vasea uaigll lsled Lwge (uaigll HeiSull e 2 saumtill calalbll jalns Ve

11. Climate change mitigation and potential role of the Renewable energy in Jordan: Mr. Sakher Batayneh, National Energy

Research Center (NERC)

12. The Impacts of climate change mitigation in World: Dr. Ali Sinjlawi, Specialist in Environmental and Occupational

health, Jordan
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Workshop

Regional Workshop
On
‘“Sustainable Tourism”
Between Egypt, Jordan, Syria and Lebanon

April 25-26-27 / 2008
Le Meridien - Commodore Hotel — Beirut

LEBA-JICA and the Ministry of Tourism

Cogarie  Regaral Workshop oe

“Sustainable Tourism”
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The sustainable Tourism

By Mrs Nada Sardook,
General Director of the Ministry of Tourism

Tourism has become the first industry worldwide, view to its important impact
on the social & economic relations, beside its role in insuring labor all over the
year.

Our policy at the Ministry of Tourism is aiming to insure a balance between
sustainable tourism & the environment, taking into consideration the advan-
tages for the local & rural communities in their social & economic develop-
ment. That is why we are asking ourselves if sustainable tourism is identical to
ecotourism?

Since 1988, the International Tourism Organization tried to make a definition
for the sustainable tourism as “ the way to manage all resources which cover
the social, economic & ethical necessities with the conservation of the cultural
Gift & the basic components of the Biodiversity & the Ecosystem.”

Sustainable Tourism relies simultaneously on the natural & human compo-
nents of each country. Insuring harmony within this duality will lead to over-
come all difficulties & obstacles in the tourist sector.

The development of sustainable tourism represents a civilized human & an
economic position which warranties the balance in any economic operation
preparing the infrastructure in rural areas should be necessarily complemented
with the development of human capacities with respect of their habits & tradi-
tions beside the respect of the natural environment.

Finally, the concept of sustainable tourism is the work of every day all over the
year that is why we are aiming to set up an agenda for a sustainable tourism
throughout all seasons propping up health, environment, youth, religious &
other sorts of tourism e.g. cultural, summer & winter tourism & international
festivals.
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Japan through Lebanese Eyes

Students Painting Competition

Title of Special Event, Organized by the Association of Lebanese and Japanese Cul-
tural & Business Leaders, in collaboration with LEBAJICA Alumni, where candi-
dates are students from public and private schools, aged 12 to 14.

The exhibition of the painting held at the Campus of Medical Sciences, Saint Joseph
University, 2009 July 15th.
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Direct Exchange between Arabic and Japanese Literatures,
One of series of lectures organized by the Japan Center
for Middle Eastern & Islamic Studies (JACMES),

at Crown Plaza Beirut, Friday, February 20, 2009

Lecture1: What Can Novels Do?
By Prof. Mari Oka

«What can literature do when hundreds of thousand children are starving to death in Africa?» is the famous question
raised by Jean-Paul Sartre in 1960’s. He said that «Nausea» is powerless in front of those starving children. The same
old question has been lingering in me since the second Intifada broke out. What can we do through novels when the
Palestinians are being killed every day just as if their lives have no significance as human being? Is there any meaning in
reading Arabic novels in Japan when the very people in the Arab world are being killed? What is the meaning of being a
translator of Arabic literature when death and violence rule these people’s lives? To go further, why do we write and read
novels in the first place? For what purpose and for whom? | have been struggling with those questions for these past eight
years while reading Arabic novels and have finally found the answer. Now, | can say reading novels is equivalent to living
others’ lives as our own experiences. Through reading novels, strange lands and unfamiliar people soon become part of
our own intimate world. Reading novels changes our relationship with the world, which might be a small but significant
step to changing the world itself. By introducing the trend of modern Arabic literature studies in Japan since 1970s, | will
explore the possibility of establishing communality which Arab and Japanese readers may share by reading Arabic novels
during times of death.

Prof. Mari Oka, one of leading Japanese scholars in the field of modern Arabic literature, teaches at Kyoto University. Her
publication includes Arab: Literature as prayers (2008), In the Shadow of Palm Trees: The Third World Feminism and the
Strength of the Literature (2006), both in Japanese and translation of Ghassan Kanafani’s works such as Returning to
Haifa.

Lecture 2: Introduction to Japanese Faiths through Koijik
By Dr. Mohammad Oudaimah

This lecture aims to approach Japanese beliefs based on what is written in the book Koijik (The Record of Ancient Events),
which contains the creation history of Japan (or the Universe) and the resultant events. This story is similar to that of Lucifer
and Adam with God in monotheist religions.

In this story different deities order two gods, a male and a female, to get married in order to give birth to the Japanese is-
lands (while the deities watch). The wife passed away because of the numerous births and went to the underworld where
the spirits reside. However, after a while, her husband missed her and followed her, asking her to come back to birth to the
other children. But she couldn’t. According to the story, the husband returned and purified himself in the river water to get rid
of the traces of the underworld. His acts led to the birth of three gods: the goddess Amaterasu (the sun) was born when he
washed his left eye, then the god of the Moon was born when he washed the right eye, and the god Susanoo (Hayasusano)
was born when he washed his nose. Afterwards, he gave them their role in the governing the world: Heaven went to Amat-
erasu, night to the moon, and the sea to Susanoo. Each began to work except Susanoo who continued to cry because he
missed his mother. His father became angry and banished him. But before departing, he wanted to say goodbye to his sister
at her home. Amaterasu had doubts about her brother’s intention so he proposed a test that would reveal his intentions and
considered himself the winner. He wanted to make this victory last forever, so he spread corruption throughout his sister’s
home. Amatesaru got scared and retired to a grotto in heaven and thus the Universe went dark. Millions of gods got her out
of her shelter (signaling the return of light) and decided to punish Susanoo and exile him to Izumo, which is earth.

Would it be possible to draw a comparison between Susanoo’s character in this story and Lucifer who refused to fulfill God’s
order and was banished by him, or with Adam who did wrong when he forgot God’s orders? This lecture tries to answer this
question partially.

Dr. Mohammad Oudaimah, Arab poet and translater living in Japan, teaches Arabic and Arabic Literature at several uni-
versities including The University of Tokyo. His voluminous publications include What Occurred in Cinema (1993, poets),
The Kojiki: The Record of Ancient Events (1999, translation), and A Handful of sand: Selected Poets of Takuboku Ishikawa
(2007, translation) (all in Arabic).
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jeita grotto Concert

On the occasion of nominating Jeita Grotto as a candidate for the new seven natural
wonders of the world, the Lebanese and Japanese Association for Culture and
Business Leaders held a concert at Jeita Grotto-Upper gallery, By award winning
composer Guy Manoukian and his Orchestra that bring a distinctive musical
wonder, very modern in arrangements but very classical in flavor.
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Activities with Embassy

Birthday of his Majesty the Emperor

Farewell Ceremony for H.E. Yoshihisa KURODA,
Ambassador of Japan in Lebanon
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Dinner at Japan Residency with the embassy staff and
participants to the Climate Change Regional Workshop
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